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An astonishing surprise welcomes anyone who walks into 
this spacious Miami penthouse.
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Unexpected
drama

Complementing the dining 
space is the chic bar area 
overlooking the ocean, which 
was supposed to be the 
dining room. The quartzite 
countertops are offset by 
the walnut insets and custom 
cabinets for added storage. 
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Making a great first impression is crucial for Miami-
based interior designer Renata Pfuner for it 
takes only seconds before someone passes a 

quick judgement. Therefore the private elevator lobby of 
this 5,150 square-foot Jade Ocean penthouse in Miami is 
set to make a lasting impression before one even steps 
into the expansive residence. The imposing vista with 
white textured walls, mirrored ceiling, elegant chandelier 
and grand console table is the passage into a world of awe 
beyond the large front door.

Upon entry, one would be mesmerised by the Artglass 
International drop chandelier down the stairway, which 
mimics the shape of a pitcher plant as well as the massive 
dining area (originally defined to be the living room) at 
the heart of the home. Visible from virtually every room, 
stately high-backed chairs with random line design sit 
on the Calacatta marble flooring and an unusual yet 
glamorous Atlantis chandelier by Terzani comprised of a 
canopy of draped chain links make a bold statement in 
the dining area. To top it off, the double volume ceiling 
and large mirror embedded into the stone wall further 
heightens the drama within the space.
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the master bedroom’s simple and minimal 
design. Keeping an all-white palette, the pair 
of mirrored bedside tables from Neiman Marcus 
gives a delightful spin to the space. To maximise 
views and also make the room appear spacious, 
one of the walls is completely glass, overlooking 
the dining room.

Likewise, the master bathroom receives similar 
treatment as the bedroom with slanted glass walls 
that capitalise on the panoramic ocean view. In 
fact, almost the entire penthouse is surrounded 
by glass walls. So, whether the owners are taking 
a languorous bath in the stand-alone Hydrology 
bathtub that sits on the interesting mosaic glass 
tiles or sipping wine by the bar, it would feel like 
they’re on a ship surrounded by the vast ocean.

Having loved traditional designs all their lives, Leo 
and Milena Birov certainly surprised themselves 
with an ultra-modern home punctuated with 
subtle hints of traditional accents. But with 
Renata shedding the light on them, a modern, 
glamorous home is undoubtedly as cosy and 
liveable as a traditional home. ❖
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With a predominantly white, silver and grey palette used 
throughout the entire condominium, it was necessary for 
Renata to inject some colour to appease her clients who 
come from traditional backgrounds. In doing so, Renata 
adds warmth to the otherwise sterile space. Maintaining 
sophistication, the living room is made comfortable with a 
large area rug, plush white leather sofas tufted in Swarovski 
crystals and contrasting orange cushions. For added bling, 
the talented designer installed a pretty chandelier and some 
ceiling lights that twinkle like stars, coupled with unique 
ceiling designs.

Accentuating the owners’ (Leo and Milena Birov, developers 
of traditional luxury homes on the North Shore of Chicago) 
love for traditional design, the white leather tufted bed 
oozing a Victorian classic look is counterbalanced by 

AccentuAting the owners’ 
love for trAditionAl design, 
the white leAther tufted bed 
oozing A victoriAn clAssic 
look is counterbAlAnced by 
the mAster bedroom’s simple 
And minimAl design.

The full-height slanted glass 
walls offer panoramic ocean 

views while taking a languorous 
bath in the stand-alone 

Hydrology bathtub.
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